
 

November 2025

Club Meeting Highlights
(Remember, these are NOT the minutes, so they don’t contain sensitive information.  The 

complete minutes will be sent out before the next meeting).

5 November 2025
 

Four officers and 16 regular member were present.  There were no guests.

New Members:  New member Art Quintalino was unanimously voted in.

Field Reports:
✈ Coyle: 

 The camera is still down, pending erection of a new pole. 
 We need a new first aid kit.

✈ Temporary Field (Johnson’s Pit): 
● In good shape, but the gate (and our lock) was broken by a rogue 

truck trying to get out.  So we’re using the township lock (Call Ralph 
for the township’s combo).  Public Works has the gate on their ‘to be 
fixed’ list.

● Rich Petrosino installed five lights in the small box.
Safety Report:  
✈ Pat praised the club for keeping Ron Jasper’s Night Flight safe (and 

Ron’s buying pizza for everyone at the meet! Ed. Bill).

Instructors’ Report:  None

Treasurer:    
✈ Ralph reports we’re low on T-shirts.  He’ll take a full inventory and make 

an order in January.
✈ Mugs are sold out, but Ralph still has some tumblers.

Web:  No report (Dennis was absent).

 

Club Officers 
President—Dennis Spatcher
Vice Pres.—Mark Tilton
Treasurer—Ralph Ferrara 
Secretary—Micki Bowne 
Safety Officer—Pat Lovenstein 

Contact Us: 

For website, classified ads, or 
any other club information, visit 
our web site at: 

https://pbm1727.org 

or our Facebook group:

PBM on Facebook

Links to club officer and other 
e-mails are via the website.

You can also mail us at: 

Pine Barren Modelers RC Club
P.O. Box 38
Bayville, NJ 08721

Next Meeting
 3 Dec 2025
Bayville VFW

https://www.facebook.com/groups/398974141442324
https://pbm1727.org/
https://www.facebook.com/groups/398974141442324
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s Old Business 
 
✈ The Pit’s windsock needs to be replaced.
✈ The weather station is working, but we have to pay for the Internet connection.
✈ Christmas Party

● Raffle items have been acquired.
● Kristy’s in Waretown.
● $43 per person.
● Contact Ralph to sign up and pay.

✈ The club’s lawn tractor has been fixed.
✈ Indoor-fly dates are on the web site.
✈ Dues are due and are still just $80 per person.
✈ We voted to require spotters at club events (NOT everyday flying).  

● At least one spotter for the entire flight line. 

New Business 
 
✈ Dave Syfert donated a new run-up stand, to be placed on the left side of the current tables.
✈ The township will assemble 24 small, pre-fab houses for veterans. Ralph will attend a township 

meeting to see where the township intends to do the assembling, to ensure they don’t get built 
on our runway.  The buildings will be installed elsewhere. 

✈ Rich Bombardier will read the updates to the By-Laws at the December meeting, then Dennis 
will email copies to club members.

✈ Club officer nominations were opened, but no new nominations were made.
✈ We voted to donate $200 to Toys for Tots (All members are welcome to contribute more). 

Upcoming Events :
✈ Nov 23 -- Middlesex Swap Meet 
✈ Dec 13 -- Christmas Party
✈ Dec 21 -- Scouts’ Breakfast with Santa
✈ Jan 1 -- Penguin Day
✈ April 11 -- PBM Swap Meet (also planned to repeat next October)

Model of the Month:  None  

Bill’s Corner
Yeah, I know, I said Micki and I were going to fly the SE-5a we won.  Instead, we sold it back to the club 
for the price of the tickets we bought.  It’ll be included in the Christmas raffle goodies.

We really do like SE-5a’s, but assembling an ARF isn’t as much fun as designing and building a model.  
Both an ARF and a scratch-built can give equal flying fun, but designing and building gives me many 
more hours of drawing and building pleasure.  So, if we want an SE, I’ll draw up and build one – 
probably in the same markings (those of James McCudden, WWI RAF ace). 



As a side note, McCudden’s book Flying Fury, is a fascinating read.  McCudden entered the 
Royal Flying Corps as an observer/gunner, later learning to fly.  He eventually wound up in 
command of No. 56 Squadron (the Brits name their units a bit differently from us).  He never was 
up against von Richthofen, but was involved in what is often (justifiably) called the most famous 
dogfight of WWI, when Werner Voss almost beat a flight of four SE-5a’s.  The book is available in 
print and E-book format from many sources.  If you’re really interested in reading McCudden’s 
book and can’t find it yourself, contact me for an E-pub version.

Workshop Improvements

If you don’t have a project underway IN your workshop, then why not work ON your workshop?

Seriously, I bet we could all improve our work areas.  More convenient, organized storage, larger 
work space, and so on.  I’m going to tell you about how my current workshop came to be, with 
the hope it may inspire you to improve your setup (No, I won’t be insulted if you do the opposite 
of me!).

During my years in the Air Force, I had over a dozen different workshops.  Some were in 
basements, some in spare bedrooms, and some shared with Micki’s sewing workshop (the latter 
not optimum for a dusty hobby like balsa R/C models!).  

So, I’ve had a lot of experience in creating, tweaking, and (unfortunately) dismantling workshops. 
 I’ve had the opportunity to try several different workshop configurations, so I have a good idea of 
what works best for me.  

I want to know where everything is and how much of ‘it’ I have.  I hate being in the middle of a 
project only to realize I don’t have enough of something, or I have it – but don’t know where it is 
or can’t reach it with a model in my hands.  I also don’t want a lot of dusty, fire-trap, bug-hiding 
clutter. Shrieks when a multi-legged varmint scoots out from under a pile of model debris will not 
endear you to your significant other!

For the last ten years, my workshop has been the front end of a small garage; the opposite end 
is where the mower, grill, and trash cans are kept.  Not bad in the winter, but, the recyclables bin 
gets a bit fragrant in the summer...

Our home’s previous owner had cheap laminate flooring in the bedroom.  When we replaced it 
with carpeting, Micki and I pieced enough of the bits together for me to have an insulated 
laminate floor in my work area. Being cheap laminate, though, it needs rubber matting to keep it 
from being slippery.

I originally set up my current workshop with a huge 8’ by 4’ workbench, held up by eight white, 
particle board cabinets and butted up to the only wall with a power outlet.  That didn’t last. It was 
just too much work to keep walking back and forth, around the table and an awfully long stretch.

Next came the current configuration:  four cabinets against the wall (with two cut down to desk 
height, so I could sit whilst soldering).   The other four formed a ‘peninsula’ from the outside wall.  
That lasted until the cabinet drawer slides started wearing out and the shelves began to droop.  
This Spring, I decided to replace the cabinets with steel workbenches from Lowes and Harbor 
Freight, adding tops from 4’ X 2’ particle board to protect the pretty workbench tops and to 
enlarge the work areas.

I rotated my LED shop lights, so they’re now directly over the new work areas, plus I added a 
flexible light over the soldering area.  Still some shadowed areas, but not as many as before.
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Next, I started ‘neatnifying’ the rest of my workshop, getting stuff off my workbench and the walls.  
For example, the old blue and clear wall bins (in the older photos) date back to the late 1970’s and 
have traveled more miles than most folks.  They were convenient, but were pretty battered and not 
attractive to look at.  So, I replaced them with storage containers that could fit in the drawers.  I  
kept hooks for hanging useful items (yardstick, magnet-on-a-string, Midwest combined ruler and 
sizing guide), but I got rid of the bulky stuff.

Looking at the nice, new workbenches and the now-cleared walls, I realized the black rubber 
matting was getting worn.  Some spilled paint sealed the matting’s fate:  I replaced it with cheerful, 
brightly colored kiddie play floor matting.  Hey, it’s my play room!   I did, however, use one 
salvaged black mat for use on the PVC table we use in the pits.

I know I’m not done, but I also know my workshop is more efficient than it was a year ago – and 
downright prettier!B
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(Left) How my workshop looked in 
2024.  Black mats, particle-board 
cabinets, lots of ‘stuff’ hanging and 
gathering dust.

(Right) Old parts bins versus new 
bins

(Right) New parts bins in drawers, 
out of the way until needed.

(Left) New, steel workbenches. I 
added a power bar to the blue 
Harbor Freight one, and new 
wooden top covers to both.

(Right) The new, colorful 
mats.  They also make 
finding dropped stuff a 
lot easier!

Micki and I wish a Happy Thanksgiving to 
our PBM family.
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