October 2025

Club Meeting Highlights

(Remember, these are NOT the minutes, so they don’t contain sensitive information. The
complete minutes will be sent out before the next meeting).

Club Officers

President—Dennis Spatcher

Vice Pres.—Mark Tilton . . 1 OCtOber 2025

Treasurer—Ralph Ferrara Five officers and 17 regular member were present. There were no guests.

Secretary—Micki Bowne
Safety Officer—Pat Lovenstein  New Members: None

Contact Us: Field Reports:

For website, classified ads, or ')~ Coyle:
any other club information, visit .
our web site at: * The camera pole base rotted out, so when the wind blew, the pole came

down and broke the camera. We have a new camera, just need to erect a
pole and mount it.

* The grass has been cut and the runway looks good.

https://pbm1727.org
or our Facebook group:

PBM on Facebook
7 Temporary Field (Johnson’s Pit):
Links to club officer and other L. L
e-mails are via the website. » After the picnic, someone (his license plate was obscured) used a crowbar
to break the gate hinges. We called the police and the township fixed the

. gate the next day.
;'8?:::;3 Modelers RC Club * Kids broke the porta-potty lock after hours. We don’t know if the company
Bayville, NJ 08721 will fix it or if we need to do it ourselves. (I always knock before opening the
door, even if it shows the green ‘empty’ symbol. | figure it’s a courtesy, just
in case someone forgot to lock the door behind them Ed. Bill)

You can also mail us at:

N\

/" )
Next Meeting Safety Report:

5 Nov 2025 7~ A pilot, trying to land a glider at the club Picnic, was blown towards the pits; he
Bayville VFW gave it full throttle to go back up, but got turned and the plane hit the cook’s
trailer and a truck. He missed the cook by MAYBE 3 feet... That pilot is now on
a month’s probation. If you’re having a problem, ASK FOR HELP.

7~ We discussed adding to the Field Safety Rules to have a spotter/spotters at
the flight line only during events. We will talk about it again at the next
meeting. (A reminder: Spotting for me? Don’t watch my plane, watch the other
planes, the runway, etc. | can see my plane. What | can’t see is the guy
zooming towards me or the deer walking across the runway. Ed. Bill)

7~ This goes for ANY time you're flying: If your model is heading towards people
and you don’t have it firmly under control, DUMP IT. Chop power and hit full
down. (I've done it — it wasn'’t fun, but it was worth not hitting some kids who
ran out on the field where | was flying. Ed. Bill)


https://www.facebook.com/groups/398974141442324
https://pbm1727.org/
https://www.facebook.com/groups/398974141442324
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Safety (continued)

7 Pat pointed out we need to be extra cautious when hosting events. Visitors may not
understand the Pit’s special conditions or be as aware as regulars. That’s one reason
AMA bans maiden-flights of new or repaired models at events. (/f you’ve only flown at the
Pit, you may not realize how different it can be from other fields. Ed. Bill)

Instructors’ Report:

* Per Chief Instructor Gary Santaniello, if there is more than ONE person at the field, the
container MUST be open for easy access to the AED and other emergency equipment.

* Reminder: After opening the lock, put it on the ground. Dennis plans to put chains on it to
prevent any accidents, but until then, you, too, could get hit on the head by the heavy lock!

Treasurer:

Give Ralph a call to see what we have in stock. You can bring an item to the store and
they’ll embroider it, but that’ll be more expensive than buying the same item, bought by the
club in a batch. So, Ralph suggests you wait until the next order is done (Jan 2026).

Web:

* Per Dennis, we had 1751 website hits and the Facebook group is at 644 members.

« Some folks still aren’t getting e-mails; let Dennis know if you aren’t getting them.

Old Business

7 Our Picnic went well, with nice weather and a good turnout. Special thanks to Chef Gary!

* Gary thanked those who offered to help, and reminded them to use gloves when
handling food.

« Buddy boxes got used during the picnic, hopefully gaining some interest in the hobby.
« Paul ran the pylon race, with Dennis winning. Congratulations ‘Dennis Doolittle’!

* The charging station worked great during the picnic; the old setup never could have
handled the current drain

* Dennis would like to add an easy on/off switch, plus an automatic “Off” timer.

- The 20 SEP work part went well. Trenching was done, per plan, with power now to the big
box, rock crawler area lights, and the pole-mounted camera.

- The new weather station is up (literally!) and running. You can view it via the Accurite app.

7 BiIll B. (Yes, your Editor!) won the SE-5a BNF raffle (We WILL fly it! ;-) ). Plans are for two
chargers; one for the next raffle and one for the Christmas raffle.

7~ Locker St. cleanup will be 11 OCT, starting at 9 a.m. The runway is closed during the
cleanup; afterwards, the club will provide bagels and coffee to the workers. For about an
hour of easy work the club gets about $500. It's worth the effort!

7 Indoor flying is on the OCT school agenda and should be approved. Dates will be posted
on the web site.

7~ Dues are due. The club decided to table dues changes until next year, depending on how
2026 monies go.

7~ Replacing or repairing the lawn tractor was discussed. Several ideas came up, including
fixing the old one, fixing Mark T.’s sick tractor, or buying a used one.

7 Toys for Tots at the WASP club is this Saturday. As few members indicated they’ll be going,
PBM will mail a donation check.

7~ Only about 7 club members showed up for the Scout breakfast, although the Scouts did get
an overall good turnout.

7~ The rock crawling kit and old inverter still haven’t sold.
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New Business

>

The Christmas Party will be on 13 DEC, at Kristy’s Diner in Waretown. The menu needs to
be finalized. It's in a quiet, private room (My ears are happy! Ed. Bill)

* Dinner will be $43 per person

* The club agreed to spend up to $600 for bag auction items, including an E-Flite
Commander and a Spektrum Smart Charger.

The By-Laws revision is finished!

* Rich B., committee honcho, wants to fine-tune it and start the required ‘three readings’ so
it'll be up for final reading and approval in January. (Having been involved in several by-
laws and constitution revisions over the years, | know it’'s a long and complicated task,
frequently raising tempers — but it's needed. Thank you, Committee! Ed. Bill)

We will get cook’s aprons for Chief Cook Gary Santaniello and Assistant Cook Gary Deal.

Nominations were re-opened, but no new names were submitted. See last month’s

newsletter for the candidates. Elections will be in December.

Model of the Month: No one submitted a MoM, but a Great Planes F4U Corsair
was displayed. This model, built by modeler Keith Leon before passing away and
has never been flown. His significant other donated it to the club for updating and
display.

Dennis explained that the model has been sitting for around 20 years. As it’s the
PBM club’s logo aircraft, Dennis will take charge of making it airworthy. He expects
to fly it a few times, then donate it to the VFW for display.




Bill's Corner

Okay, so you just crashed. Your model’s in pieces, and you feel pretty down. What do you do?

First thing you need to think about is safety. Let the other fliers know you’ve crashed and have to fetch
your model. When it's safe, cross the runway and venture into the jungle. Get to the debris as quickly
as you can and disconnect the battery. You don’t want your lipos to start a brush fire!

Gather as much of the debris as you can find and bring it back to the pits (do a quick tick check, once
there). Don’t try to evaluate things whilst in the jungle. Be courteous and clear the field quickly. Don’t
make others crash, trying to avoid you.

Once in the pits, don’t make any snap decisions. Make sure you have all the vital parts. Bag up
everything EXCEPT the battery (and fuel tank, if it's Glow or Gas). Put the bag in your car, keeping the
battery and tank separate — if the battery goes ‘POOF!’, you don’t want it to set your car afire! Don’t try
to run the motor or the servos. Don’t even turn the motor with your hand. Collect all the other stuff you
brought to the field — don’t forget your charger, spouse, etc.

Once you’re at home, put the wreckage in your workshop (battery in a safe place), then close the door.
Have a beer, play with the dog, whatever. Wait at least a day before going back into your shop. You
need to be able to look at the remains objectively, not when your emotions are still in play.

Now comes the involved part, seeing what you can salvage.

Clean out any mud, debris, or prop stubs from the motor. If you need to use water to clean mud from
an outrunner, for example, blow it dry before turning it by hand. Don'’t try to power it up until you’re sure
you don’t feel any resistance or grinding!

Lay out the parts. Do you have everything? Gather a sheet of paper and a pencil, to make notes on
what you find. | like to make two lists, one for what | can’t fix and one for what | can.

Examine every servo, receiver, ESC, and other electronic bit. Look for broken or badly kinked wires
(including the receiver antennae) and broken connectors.

Gently wiggle each servo arm, feeling for broken or jammed teeth. When you’ve separated all the
satisfactory electronic bits, plug them together and give them a test. Check the motor by leaving the
prop off and just barely advancing the throttle — don’t go for full power. At this point you just want to see
if things work. If in doubt, throw it out. Yes, it hurts, but replacing electronics is cheaper than replacing
an entire model, with its electronics. Personally, if | have a Lipo that’s been significantly dented or
damaged, I'll cut the connectors off it (one wire at a time!) and recycle the battery.

Carefully examine each part of the model, looking for cracked or broken bits. Gently wiggle the fin and
tailplane, gently pull on each control surface, and gently shake the wings and tail. Note my stress on
‘gently’; we’re doing a diagnostic examination, not a stress test! Check each servo’s mount and make
sure the servo doesn’t move when you press on the control surface.

Assuming your model is an ARF, list the parts you’ll need to order (and glue, if applicable) If it’s a kit, |
hope you saved the plans, because you'll likely need them to shape replacement parts.

Now, | see four possible routes for the broken model:

1. Trash it or give it away. A bit final, but it does clear your workbench.

2. Order replacement parts and fix it.

3. If you can’t get replacement parts, build what you need from wood or foam.
4

. Put the usable bits aside for future use. Can'’t replace the wing, but the fuse and tail are fine? Think
about building a new wing for the model or adapting the wing from another model. Back in the ‘Old
Days’ this was a common route and lead to some very successful models.



	Slide 1
	Slide 2
	Slide 3
	Slide 4

